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DECISION 

Fair Work (Registered Organisations) Act 2009 

s.189—Arrangement for conduct of an election 

CPSU, the Community and Public Sector Union 

(E2024/22) 

MR STEENSON SYDNEY, 16 APRIL 2025 

 

Arrangement for conduct of election. 

 

[1] On 24 March and 14 April 2025, the New South Wales Branch (the Branch) of the 

SPSF Group of the CPSU, the Community and Public Sector Union (the organisation) lodged 

with the Fair Work Commission (the Commission) prescribed information for an election to 

fill the following offices for a new term of office:  

 

 

Branch Secretary  (1) 

 

Branch President  (1) 

 

Branch Vice President (3) 

 

Branch Assistant Secretary  (1) 

 

Delegates to Branch Council  (10) 

 

Delegates to Federal Council  (8) 

 (in addition to Branch Secretary and Branch  

Representative to Federal Executive) 

 

Branch Representative to Federal Executive  (1) 

 

[2] I note that the previous election (E2020/30) was delayed due to issues related to the 

Covid-19 pandemic. As a result, in order to resynchronise the SPSF Group’s Federal and 

Branch elections, a transitional rule was inserted in the SPSF Group’s rulebook enabling the 

next election cycle to occur in 2025.1 The rule change had the effect of truncating the terms of 

office for the current Branch officers (who were elected via the late-running E2020/30) by one 

year. The next scheduled election for these offices is therefore due this year, with a three (3) 

 
1 CPSU, the Community and Public Sector Union [2023] FWCD 288 certified on 6 December 2023 (R2023/80). 
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year term of office. Under the rules, the terms of office will revert back to their original four 

(4) year duration from the 2028 election. 

 

[3] Having regard to Federal Council Delegates, rule 3.2(a) of the SPSF Group rules 

provides that the number of Delegates required for each Branch is to be calculated based on the 

number of financial members within the Branch in the year preceding the election. The 

Branch’s initial prescribed information indicates that it is entitled to ten (10) Delegates, based 

on its financial membership numbers as at 31 December 2024. By operation of rule 32.3(b) of 

the SPSF Group rules, one of the Delegate offices is to be held by the Branch Secretary, and 

another by the Branch Representative to the Federal Executive. As a result, an election is only 

required for the remaining eight (8) Delegate offices. 

 

[4] I further note that Rule 5.2 of the Branch rules operates to reserve a number of Delegates 

to Branch Council offices for members who work in the sectors of Higher Education, School 

Education and Health, as well as for members who are women and men.  The numbers of 

reserved positions is to be calculated by applying the formula in sub-rules 5.2(b) and (d). 

 

[5] I am satisfied that an election for the abovenamed offices is required to be held under 

the rules of the organisation and, under subsection 189(3) of the Fair Work (Registered 

Organisations) Act 2009, I am making arrangements for the conduct of the election by the 

Australian Electoral Commission. 
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OFFICIAL 

I write to confirm the following: 
 

1. The CPSU NSW Branch financial membership as at 31 December 2024 was more than 
35,000 and less than 39,000.  According to Chapter C Rule 3.2 (a) the Branch is therefore 
entitled to 10 (ten) Federal Council Delegates; 

2. Chapter C Rule 32.2 (b) determines that one Federal Council Delegate position in each 
Branch will be held ex-officio by the Branch Secretary and one Federal Council Delegate 
position in each Branch will be held ex-officio by the Branch Representative to the Federal 
Executive, with the remainder to be elected as Federal Council Delegates; 

3. This means that in the NSW Branch Prescribed Information at Annexure A where it states 
the number of Delegates to Federal Council required is 10 that only 8 are required to be 
elected as the other 2 positions are filled ex-officio by the elected Branch Secretary and the 
Branch Representative to Federal Executive. 

 
I hope that clarifies the situation.  Please call me if you require anything further. 
 
Yours, 
 
Tom Lynch  
Federal President 
CPSU (SPSF Group) 
Joint National President 
Community & Public Sector Union 

 












