
The Industrial Registrar 
Australian Industrial Relations Commission 
80 William Street 
SYDNEY2000 

Attention Ms M Buchanan 

Dear Ms Buchanan, ' 

RESIGNATION FROM ALL ELECTED POSITIONS HELD 
WITHIN THE CFMEU-FFTS UNION DIVISION(Divisional and Victorian Branch) 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that I hereby tender my resignation from all 
the elected [positions which I held within the CFMEU-FFTS Union Division, this is 
in addition to the letter advising you of the resignation as Divisional Secretary 
forwarded to your office a couple of weeks ago. 

A letter of resignation has been forward by mail to Mr John Maitland the National 
Secretary of the CFMEU located in Sydney. 

The resignation for all elected positions is effective immediately and your office will 
need to determine what the appropriate course of action is required to fill the positions 
permanently. 

Yours Sincerely 

{.t~ 
Lou Kyriacou 
111 Weeden Drive 
VEIU-.10NT SOUTH 3133 
VICTORIA 
3 April2001 



The Industrial Registrar 
Australian Industrial Relations Commission 
80 William Street 
SYDNEY2000 

Attention Ms M Buchanan 

Dear Ms Buchanan, 

RESIGNATION FROM ELECTED POSITION 

The purpose of this letter is to infom1 you that I hereby tender my resignation from 
the elected position that I currently hold as the Divisional Secretary ofthe CFMEU­
FFTS Union Division. 

A letter of resignation has been forward by mail to the office of the union located at 
130 Errol Street, North Melbourne 3051. 

The resignation is effective immediately and your office will need to determine what 
the appropriate course of action is required to fill the position permanently. 

Yours Sincerely 

Lou Kyriacou 
111 Weeden Drive 
VERMONT SOUTH 3133 
VICTORIA 



Mr L Kyriacou 
111 Weeden Drive 

Jlft 
~~'J~.Jtct~ 

AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL REGISTRY 

VERMONT SOUTH VIC 3133 

Dear Mr Kyriacou 

LevelS, Terrace Towers 
80 William Street, East Sydney, NSW 2011 

Telephone: (02) 8374 6666 
Fax: {02) 9380 6990 

Thank you for your letters advising your resignation from your positions within the FFTS Union 
Division of the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union which were received in the 
Industrial Registry on 22 March 2001 and 9 April2001. 

Under the rules of the FFTS Union Division, elections may be required and accordingly I have 
written to the President of the FFTS Union Divisional Branch seeking his advice regarding the 
steps the Branch proposes to take to fill the vacancies. 

Yours sincerely 

Stephen Kellett 
for Deputy Industrial Registrar 

25 June 2001 
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AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL REGISTRY 

Mr Alex Findlay 
President, FFTS Union Division 
CFMEU 
130 Errol Street 
NORTH MELBOURNE VIC 3051 

Dear Mr Findlay 

Re Resignation of Divisional Secretary 

Level 8, Terrace Towers 
80 William Street, East Sydney, NSW 2011 

Telephone: (02) 8374 6666 
Fax: (02) 9380 6990 

The Industrial Registry has received two letters from Mr Lou Kyriacou advising his resignation 
from his elected positions from both the Divisional Office and the Victorian Branch of the FFTS 
Union Division of the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union. 

Your advice is requested as to the steps the organisation has taken or intends taking to fill the 
vacancies. Where an election is required under the rules, it is suggested that the information 
prescribed under regulation 61 of the Workplace Relations Regulations be lodged as soon as 
possible pursuant to section 214(1) of the Workplace Relations Act 1996. 

Yours sincerely 

Stephen Kellett 
for Deputy Industrial Registrar 

25 June 2001 
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CONSTRUCTION, FORESTRY, 
MINING and ENERGY UNION 

F.FT.S. Union Division (Victori,m l1rc1nch) 

I :w Errol Stn~<~t. North Melbourne, Vic. ·w:, I 
Telephone: (03) 9329 1577 (6 lines) Fax: (O:J) 9328 2228 

[- ma1l: ifts@ff ts. cfnwu. "-'"· ,,. , 

"taking up the fiyht"' 

:lO November 2001 File Ref. IRF ·02. 98 

via fl.ll tranamiooion (02) 9380 6990 

Ms Margaret Buchanan 
Dt!puty Industrial Registrar 
Au•tralian Industrial Relations Commission 
Level 8,Terruce Towers 
80 William Street, 
I':AST SYD NIW 20 I 1 

Dear Ms Buchanan 

RE: Callln11 Elections In the CFMEU-FFTS Unlo 

On ?.7 November 2001 I wn~ din~<:tcd by ttt<: Bru.rtch Comtuiltcc of Management to notify thnt 
u:<t a result of casuul vaenm:ics elections nrc required for the following offices: 

l. Victorian Divisional Branch Secr~tary 

2. Victorian Divisional Uranclt Vice President L... • V...0 < ~ ~Lo• (<A.:;_.'<" s-'o ~~td .,;:: '"';2.,.::" / ?--> 1J 
3. Victorian Dtvi~ional Ari\nch C:ont"r~n<'e DeiP.gatP. to Divisional ConferP.ncP. - E.:l..oo r} 7....( 

Th~ electiOI'l ts r~(\UirP.d to be held by clireet elt!c:tion !'rom the hnandal memhc!rs of the 
Victorinn Branch of the CFMF:U-FFTS Union Divi~ion. 

l·~lections were Lo.st conducted within this Arnl\ch during t.hP. year '.2000 with the incum btAtHs 
taking office from I Janumy 200 I for a period of 1 years. The vacmtcies that have occunecl 
require the holding of an election as there is longer than 12 month~ remaining in t1H~ lt~nn and 
three quarters of the term has not expired. 

Michael Haritou the previous Divisional Uranch SecretAry was dismissed from t)flkc .~nd 

Gxpdkd from tht~ Divi!-tion following the lwurinK of dmrgmt hy t\w Divisional Rrnnch F.xt•nJtive 
tm 1 Nuvc:rnbc:r 2001. Lou KyriJH:ou, whu pn:vinu~ly llt'ld both of the other offit:e!i which 
require clcc:tion n~~ignt~cl from th~ Divi~ion msrliHr thi~ yenr. 

Thi• inlorrnation h11s been provided in accordance with section 2 i 4( I) and regulation 61 <>f the 
WnrkplRce ReiRtions Act. 

Yo11 c. fRithfu lly 

~ /. Q..; 

Leo Skourdoumbia 
Divisional Branch Aoaiotant Secretary 
CFMEU - FFTS Union Divioion 

l>uc~\Cmk\IRf.-02\l.ctlcr toM nu,hiU1un. 30 t 1 01 (t;t~ctlnn:i).dtiC 
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~·L. CFM/U 

CONSTRUCTION, FORESTRY, 
MINING and ENERGY UNION 

F.F.T.S. Union Division (Victorian Branch) 

130 Errol Street, North Melbourne, Vic. 3051 

Telephone: (03) 9329 1577 (6 lines) Fax: (03) 9328 2228 

E-mail: ffts@ffts.cfmeu.asn.au 

"taking up the fight" 

30 November 2001 File Ref. IRF-02.98 

Ms Margaret Buchanan 
Deputy Industrial Registrar 

via fax transmission (02) 9380 6990 

Australian Industrial Relations Commission 
LevelS, Terrace Towers 
80 William Street, 
EAST SYDNEY 2011 

Dear Ms Buchanan 

RE: Calling Elections in the CFMEU-FFTS Union Division 

On 27 November 2001 I was directed by the Branch Committee of Management to notif'y that 
as a result of casual vacancies elections are required for the following offices: 

1. Victorian Divisional Branch Secretary 

2. Victorian Divisional Branch Vice President 

3. Victorian Divisional Branch Conference Delegate to Divisional Conference 

The election is required to be held by direct election from the financial members of the 
Victorian Branch of the CFMEU-FFTS Union Division. 

Elections were last conducted within this Branch during the year 2000 with the incumbents 
taking office from 1 January 200 1 for a period of 4 years. The vacancies that have occurred 
require the holding of an election as there is longer than 12 months remaining in the term and 
three quarters of the term has not expired. 

Michael Haritou the previous Divisional Branch Secretary was dismissed from office and 
expelled from the Division following the hearing of charges by the Divisional Branch Executive 
on 1 November 200 L Lou Kyriacou, who previously held both of the other offices which 
require election resigned from the Division earlier this year. 

This information has been provided in accordance with section 214( 1) and regulation 61 of the 
Workplace Relations Act. · 

Yours faithfully 

Leo Skourdoumbis 
Divisional Branch Assistant Secretary 
CFMEU- FFTS Union Division 

Docs\Code\IRF-02\Letter toM. Buchanan- 30.11.01 (Elections).doc 
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FROM STEPHEN KELLETI 
AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL REGISTRY, SYDNEY 

TO JOHN NELLOR 
AEC VICTORIA 

FAX NO 03 9285 7149 

DATE 17/12/01 

RE E2001/255 VICTORIAN BRANCH CASUAL VACANCIES 

Dear John 

Please see attactied prescribed information re the above losged 6 December 
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CONSTRUCTION, FOHF.STRY 
MINING and ENEH.GY UNION 

F FT.S. Union Division 
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Expulsion of M.Haritou 
L. Skourd<lUmbis 

Attached please tind copy of the Minutes of the Victorian Hrnnch Executive Meeting 
held ()ll 1 November 200 1 in relation to the above matter, us requested by you. 

I 

' ' i 
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CONSTRUCTION, FORESTRY, MINING AND ENERGY UNION 
F.F.T.S. UNION DIVISION 

THE MINUTES OF THE VICTORIAN BRANCH EXECUTIVE 
MEETING 

:['RESENT: 

GO'd 800'0N O~:GT 

Held on Thurs~ay, 1 Novemb~r_2001 

M. Hmitou, L. Skourdoumbis, ,J. Patti, F. Vari and A. Wallace. 

Move~ L. Skourdoumbis Seconded: r. Vari 

"71wr Joe Patti be the Chairpe.r!)()n." 

The motion was put nnd CARRIED 

J. Patti informed the meeting that the1·e were pens and paper 
on the table as well as 11 copy of the Rules. 

He then informed the me<"ling that charges had heen laid 
again:;t Michael Hnritou under Rule 14 by Adam Wallace. 

Adam Wallat·e then handed each pnrtidp;mt a foltler which 
inclucled the chnrge, summons, A copy of Rule 14, a copy of the 
Statutory Dcdaration, the transcript of proceedings and the 
witness statements of Fox, l'appaR, nrown, Lennon and Butkr. 

.Joe Patti then read the charge and the particulars of the 
charg<\ word for word. 

Joe Patti askecl Michael llaritou if he pleaded guilty or not 
guilty. 

Michael Haritou referred to an Extraordinary Division 
Conference meeting which allegedly took place the night before 
m1d n resolution carried at that Conference. 

Leo Skourdoumhis asked the Chair l:o ask Michael Haritou to 
answer the question Hnd moved two resolutions: 

"That Michael Haritou he asked by the Chairperson to answer 
the qucsti011 with respe<:t to which plea he wi,.hes to "nter": 
and 

"thstt this Executive regards the resolutions of the 
F:xtraordinmy Divisional Conference Ml being irrelevant to 
these proceedings." 

TO.J30 01 8GGG8G£6£19:GJ 



£O"d soo·oN ov:z1 

F. VHri seconded the resolution 
CARRJED 

L. Skourdoumbis restated tht! resolutions three times for 
Michael Haritou •,. henetit. 

,). Patti then asked Michael H.u-itou how he pleads and 
repeated the question. 

M. Haritou refused to enter a plea 

J. Patti then said thnt IH' will pron,.,d on the basis of a 'not 
guilty' plea. 

M. ~huitou sHid that J. Patti can't assume that an<! then asked 
to m;,ke a statement. 

,J. Patti told him to go Ahead. 

M. Hadtou :mid "On the basis that I'm not legally representee!, 
the Extraorclimu-y Divisional Conference resolution and the fact 
that I believe t haven"t been served properly, I ask the Executive 
to stop the proceedings." 

Moved L. Skourdoumhis Seconded: F. Vnri 

"That legal reJlresentatiotl should rwt he ullowed at this 
proc<•eding for either M. I Iaritou or A. Wallace." 

The motion was put and 

M. Hadtou said "in that case, 111 partidpntc no further." 

M. HMitou walked out at approxim><tdy 10.35am. 

~oy_ed L. Skourdoumbis 

"That this Divisional /Jrcmch Executive <:ot1tir1uc 011 the ba~;is <l 

Michael Haritou entering a '11ot guilty' plea.· 

Seeonded: F. Veri (in seconding the motion F. Vari ask~rl t.o 
arldrt!ss the matters mi,. .. d by Micha..t Haritou. 

J. Patti then told F. Vari to go ahe><d 

F. Vari s.tid with reRpt!ct to the point about 
repr~set\tation, that has alread_y bern addressed 
re11olut.ion of the Division"\ Tlranch Executive. 

legal 
by a 

With respe<'l to the F:xtraordinmy Divisional Conference 
re~olution, I believe it is 1mll and void anyway. In suppoti of 
my argument I drAW ev~ryone's att<'nt.ion to Rule 14(2} which 
stipulates that the Divisional Executive and the Divisional 
RI"Anch Exeeutive shall h<• the tirst port of t·all for the hearing of 

10.]30 01 8ZGZ8Z£6£19: a I 
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~o·d soo·oN l~=Zl 

dtarg<>:> and secondly, to a recent decision by 
Justic" Finkelstein in the Federal Court of Austrnlin (Vl 093 of 
200 l) in which he stated that the Divisional Conference is not 
the appropriate forum to heAr charges in the tirst instane.,. 

As far as not being scrv~d properly is concerned, I wish to ""Y 
thnt I don't agree becAuse steps were taken to bring the 
summons to Michael llaritou 's nttention at least 21 days before 
this heuring. It was brought to th" attention of the COM 
members by telephone on the ni!{ht of Odober 9, 2001 hy 
Dave O'Brien that Mi.,haclllaritou had been hnndcc! the c.hAQ(e 
and that he had done so personally. 

l believe that there had hcen substantial compliance with the 
nl(CK 

Ac(·unlingly, l con<:ur that we ,.hould proceed on the basis of a 
pka nf 'not guilty' entered by Michnd Horitou. 

The motion was put and CARRIED 

.J. l'atti then asked A. WallAce to stale his rase and explain why 
he is bringing a case agninst Mich:wl Haritou. 

"Adams statement" 

!.. Sl<ourdoumbis ask(•d how long il has been sin<'c he had left 
the employment of Don Mathieson & Stall Glass. 

A. Wallace responded by !laying 'at least 7 month!!'. 

There were no further questions. 

Sinee M. Haritou hac! left the room, .1. Patti askcc! A. Wallace to 
call witne;;ses. 

The first witness to enter the room was Andy !'appall. 

A. Wallare then proreeckd to ask Andy Pappas questions. 

()I. Did you Andy Pappns see n finAl copy of the cntcrpris<> 
bnrgaining ngn,cment. before certificution? 

A. Never. 

Q2. Were you Andy Pappas awan: of a tina! ropy of th .. 
enterprise bargaining agreement being nvnilablc for you to 
read priot· to c:crtific-,.tion? 

A. Never. 

()3. Did you Andy Pup pus vote for the final copy of the certified 
agreement? 

JO.J30 01 8ZU8Z£6£19:0I 



SO'd 800'0N J~:Zl 

A. Nev.-r. 

L. Skourdoumbis asked /\. Puppus whelh~r the statement that 
he has lender~d is true and correct :mel secondly, whether he 
wished to make any t•hangPs to the statement. 

Andy Pappas replied 'no'. 

L. Skourdoumhis then :mggested that this witness statement 
should be marked 'exhibit 1'. 

,J. Pntti t•onfirmed that it would he marked 'exhibit 1 '. 

Scconcl witness ·-Tony Lennon 

A. Wallace askecl Tony to state his full nam<", addre"s and 
occupation and then proceeded to ask him the following 
questions: 

Q 1. Is your statement true and correcf1 

A. Yes 

Q2. Do you wish \Q mak~ any changes lo this statement. 

A. No 

Q3. Did you see a linal t·opy of thc enterprise bargaining 
agreement before r.~rtification. 

A. No 

Q4. Wcrc:o you aware of <1. final copy being available to you 
before certification. 

A. No. 

Q5. Did you vote on a tina! copy of the enterprise bargaining 
agreement prior to certilication? 

A. No. 

Tony then proceeded to emphasise that he had rung 
Michad l!aritou to lind out what wns happening regarding the 
enterpri:~e bargnining agreement and was told that the P.OA 
had already been done. 

F. Vari asked Tony to clarify wh>lt he had jullt. said. 

Tony repeated that he hud contacted Michael llaritou by 
Leleph11nc nnd a~ked him when tlw members were going to 
have n meeting regarding the El:!/\. He then said that. Michael 
responded by saying 'it's done, l'w signed it, it's llnished, it's 
takrn rat~ of'. 

10.J30 01 8UZ8Z£6£19:0I 'S'l'.:l".:l 



F Vati then asked Tony whNher that's his statement. 

Tcmy responded 'yes'. 

,J. Patti mentioned that the witness Htaternent provickd hy Tony 
Lennon would be marked 'exhibit. 2'. 

The third witnc~s WAs Brian Nuttal. 

This witness was questioned viA telephone hook-up. 

A. Wnllace usked him to Htate his name, address and current 
O('('Upation for the member" of the Executive. 

A. Wnllace asked him about hig witnegs statement, whether it 
wus true und ~orrect. and whether he wanted to make any 
chunges. 

Btian rcspondecl hy snying it was true ancl con·ect and thAt he 
did not wish t.o make any changes. 

A. Wallace then pro<'eeded to ask Btian the following questions. 

Qt. Did you see a final ropy of the tmA before rrrt.itication'? 

A. No. 

Q2. Were you aware of a final copy being available to you to 
read prior to ~crtificntion. 

A. No. 

Q:l. Did you vote on the finn! <'OPY of the EBA prior to 

<·ertifkation? 

A. No. 

,J Patti then asked what role Brian play~<! at DMS Glass. 

Brinn r('sponded that he wa" the shop steward. 

J. Pntti then asked how nrian Nuttal eventually knew that the 
members nt DMS Glass luu! an Bl-31\ thnt was certified in th•' 
Commission. 

Brinn responded hy saying thnt he first knew of it after a 
telephone conversation with Mkhnr.l llaritou in which he 
stnted that the Commission had alref\dy passed the agreement 
and no further action was needed to be taken. 

There were no further questions. 

,J. Pntti marked the statement 'exhibit J'. 

.. ··-·------·-···· 5 
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After the Executive had linishcd qurstioning the witnesses, 
J. Putti usk('Ct /\. Wotlocc for his final submission and further·, 
what type of penalty he l'elt >1huuld be imposed by the 
Divisional Onmch r:xecutive. 

F. Vari then stated that the chairperson should make it clear to 
1\. Wallace that he is being ~o~sked to provide a statement about 
penalty, not because a decision has been made, but to assist 
the F:xc<·utive in imposing a pennlty if they dedde if a penally is 
required. 

,J. P:ttti proc<'cclrd to point this out to /\<fmn Wallace. lie then 
aRkc:cl Adam to proceed with his suhmi!lsion. 

One<· Adam Wallace finished his submission, ,Joe usked if I her<' 
were any qucstions of Adam W alluc~. 

L. Skourdoumbis asked the following: 

I low serious do you believe the ch,.rges are and how serious do 
you believe the members at DMS Glass consider the charges'? 

Adam's respun~e was that he believed that the charges wer<' 
very ~erious and that is why he had decided to take this course 
of adion. He also pointecl out I hal he ha<l been pursued 
vigorously by the members at DMS Glass to seek justiee on this 
issue. The members had pointed out to him that they hod not 
been given the right to p;,rtidpa tc in their own enterprise 
har·gnining agreement and thnt Michnd I lnritou should be 
takrn to task for that. The memh.,rs h<'fieved that the actions 
taken by Adam Wallace were appropriate in this regard. 

L. Skourdoumhis then asked Adnm how Mkhael Haritou 's 
comha't regarding this matter only wns perceived by members 
:tt OMS Glass. 

Adarn responded by saying thnt th" members had not only lost 
fnith in Michael, bul lost faith in the Union. It was one of th<· 
biggest glas" factories in the indumry und as stated earlier they 
ha<i nut been given the right to participate in an agre<'ment 
gowrning their wages and condition11. Adam went on to 
rcal't'inn thnt the conduct of Michael Haritou was of th .. most 
serious kind imagine<! and restuted that there was substantial 
breaehes of the rules which, in his view, amounterl to gross 
misbehaviour and/or gross neglect of duty. As su<"h, he Hsked 
the b:xceutivc to seriously consider dismissing Michael Harituu 
from his oflicc and nlso expelling Mkhael Haritou from th<· 
Union . 

.J. Patti asked il' there are eny further questions. 

1\nswer- 'No'. 

. . ..... -·------------
\411\\lhl~\t");~llfivo\\'r~·. t'ltc~·nt1vc :..k:clln¥- 1.1 t.lll.dnc 
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J. l'atti then a"kccl Adam Walla<:e to le>tve the room and made 
him aware that the Divisionnl Hmn<"h Executive will advist• 
both, himself and Michael of their ckc:ision in writing within 7 
days. 

J. Patti stressed that before thP rlclih~mtions t·ould commence 
th~ F.xecutiv~ could only t:tke into account the statements of 
the witnesses present. 

The Divisional l:lranch Executive then deliberated and ""rried 
~ix re-solutions. 

Resolutions 

Partl 

!Iavin~ considered the evidence and submil'll'lions of Adam 
Wullaee and Mir.haclllaritou having appeared and withdrawn, 
the Divisional Bmneh Executive resolves that the charge 
uguinst Michael Haritou alleging f>tilurc to ohl'!erve the rules of 
the division"" set out in the chnrgr dnterl 18 September ?.00 I, 
is proven and that Michael Haritou is guilty of the charge. 

Moved: L. Skourdoumbis 
Seconderl: F. Vari 
CARRIED 

llnving found that Mkhad Haritou is guilty of the failurt.' to 
ohs<>rve the rules of the division as :;ct out in the charge dated 
lll September 200 l, th" Divisional BrAnch r'xecutive resolve:" 
that. Miehuel Haritou is hereby dismissed from the office of 
Divisional l.lrunch Secrct:uy of the Victo1·inn Branch of the 
CMFF.U-FITS Union Division with immediate effect. 

Moved: L. Skourdoumbi:; 
Secomled: F. Vnri 
CARRIED 

Having found that Mich"cl Haritou is guilty of the t<1ilme to 
obsetve the rules of the division as set out in th{' charge clat .. d 
18 September 2001, th" Oivisionol B!'fmeh Executive further 
resolves that Michael Haritou i" hereby expelled from 
membership of the CFMEU-HTS Union Division with 
immediate e!l'cc:t. 

Mov.:d: l-. Skourdoumuis 
Seco11ded: F. Vari 
CARRIED 

Mnllllt.!~\P.x~..:utivc\Vu:, FJI'.ccultvc Mcctin~o: - 1.11.0 (.,iu..: 
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l laving consi<kred the <'vid<"nce nnrl submissions of /\dam 
Wulluce, anrl Michaclllaritou having appeared and withdrawn, 
th~ Divisional nrarKh ExecutiV<' rt>solves that the r.hargt' 
ngainst Mkhael llaritou nlleging gross misbehaviour and gross 
neglect of duly under the rut~" of tlw division as set out in the 
charge dnted 18 ScptemiJer ).00 I is proven (U1d that 
Michael Hadtou is guilty of gross misbehaviour and gross 
neglect of rluty as charged. 

Mowd: 1,. Skourdoum his 
Seconded: F. Vari 
CARRIED 

Having found that Michad Hmitou is guilty of gross 
misbehaviour und gross neglect of duty under the rules of the 
division as set out in the churge dated 18 September 2001, I he 
Divisiomtl Branch I>xecutivc resolV<"s that Michael Haritou i,. 
hereby dismissed from the office of Divisional Branch Secretary 
of the Vktod>tn Aran<'h of the CFMBU-FFTS Union Division 
with immediate effect. 

Moved: L. Skourdoumbis 
Seconded: F. Vari 
CARRIED 

Having found that Michuel Haritou is guilty of, gross 
misbehaviour and gross neglect of duty under the rules of the 
division n!'l set out in the charge dated l8•h September 200 I, 
the Divisional Branch Executive rcsolve11 that Michael Haritou 
is hereiJy expelled membership or the CFMEU-FFTS Union 
DiviMion with immediate e!lcct 

Moved: L. Skour<toumiJis 
Seconded: F. Vari 
CARRIED 

,J. Pntti then nsked for general business. 

F. Vari then reported on the <:'Urrent inndequncy of the Union 
polk_y with respect to allowances provided during interstate 
trav~land the reimbur·!'lcment of expenses. He further reported 
that he had held di!'IC.U:!sions with senior ofticcrs from the 
Construction Division Vktorian Branch about what method 
they employ<'d. 

···---·----- ··--··· ·---.. ---··· ----·. 
Mutulc .. +.\f"CU!tVe\\'u:. t-'XC'\:Itliw \1cctin;; · I. 1 L!JI.tluc X 
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Ol'd SOO'ON vv:cl 

After .-onsidering thi~ i~sue the foltowing wns moved: 

l. Thnt the Accountant Ernie LHo<iolt be ;mthoriscd to 
investigate and obtain <·orpornte cards for the usc by 
l•:xet·utive members only. 

2. That the guidelines governing lhe use of those corporate 
n<rrls will be determined iu consultation with the 
Division's National Office «ppointed Administrutor, 
Hkk Fowler. 

3. All corporate card expenditure is to be itemised and 
presented at eAch monthly meeting of the COM. 

The motion was put and 

J. Patti reported that the gas hot water service had burst <10<1 
as a result had damaged one of the Union's offices. 

"That the arti<ms of the senior ojfimr.< i11 repairi11g the ga.< hot 
wmer service be eudorsed. Secondly, <my .further action that 
needs tn be take11 to bring the nf{ice buek jrnm a state of 
disrepair IJe endor.<ed. ' 

Th" motion was put and CARRIED 

J. Patti declured the meeting dosed at ll.52am 

CHAIRPERSON 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

EXECUTIVE MEMBER .............................................. . 

EXECUTIVE MEMBER . , •.•.........•..••.................•.......... 

OAT~: ...................................................................... . 

IO.J30 OJ szusc£6£I9:0J 
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AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL REGISTRY 

Mr Leo Skourdoumbis 
Divisional Branch Assistant Secretary 

· FFTS Union Division, Victorian Branch 
CFMEU 
130 Errol Street 
NORTH MELBOURNE VIC 3051 

. Dear Mr Skourdoumbis 

Re elections (Victorian Branch) 

Level B, Terrace Towers 
80 William Street, East Sydney, NSW 2011 

Telephone: (02) 8374 6666 
Fax: (02) 9380 6990 

I refer to your letter dated 30 November 2001 in which prescribed information under regulation 61 
of the Workplace Relations Regulations was lodged in the Registry. 

I seek your advice as to whether you are aware of any court order, injunction or other court ruling 
which would affect the granting of a decision by a Registrar in relation to the positions the subject 
of your application. 

If you have any queries in relation to the above, please do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 83 7 4 
6504 or, in my absence, Stephen Kellett on (02) 8374 6509. 

Yours sincerely, 

Margaret Buchanan 
Deputy Industrial Registrar 

14 December 2001 
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AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL REGISTRY 

Mr Leo Skourdoumbis 
Assistant Secretary, Victorian Divisional Branch, FFTS Division 
CFMEU 
130 Errol Street 
NORTH MELBOURNE VIC 3051 

Dear Mr Skourdoumbis 

Re election - Victorian Branch 

Level 8, Terrace Towers 
80 William Street, East Sydney, NSW 2011 

Telephone: (02) 8374 6666 
Fax: (02) 9380 6990 

I refer to your letter dated 30 November 2001 in which prescribed information under regulation 61 of the 
Workplace Relations Regulations was lodged in the Registry, and to my previous letter to you dated 14 
December 2001 seeking your advice as to whether you were aware of any court ruling which would affect 
the granting of a decision by a Registrar in relation to the positions the subject of your application. I have 
not yet received any advice from you to date. However I have been provided a copy of the judgment and 
order of Gray J. in V287 of 2001. 

It appears from the text of His Honour's judgment that there are current proceedings, namely V281 and 
V636 of2001, involving the FFTS Division. Ifl understand the references correctly, these issues are 
whether or not the election of the Delegates to the Divisional Conference in E2029 of 2000 constituted an 
irregularity, and whether or not the rules establishing the formulae for determining the number of Delegates 
to Divisional Conference contravene section 196 of the Workplace Relations Act 1996 ('the Act'). 

These issues do not appear to me to have any direct relation to two of the vacancies notified in your 
notification under s214(1) of the Act, namely the positions of Branch Secretary and of Branch Vice 
President. The third vacancy notified, namely Branch Delegate to Divisional Conference, appears to be the 
same as that notified and granted in my earlier decision of24 September 2001 in E207 of2001 and therefore 
I do not propose to make arrangrnents for the conduct of an election to this position again. 

A Registrar is required under section 214(2) of the Act to arrange for the conduct of an election if he or she 
is satisfied that an election is required to be held under the rules of the organisation or branch. Accordingly, 
unless I receive your advice that there any current proceedings before any Court disputing the vacancies of 
Branch Secretary and Branch Vice President notified, it is my intention to proceed with a determination of 
the matter and issue a decision in relation to them. 

I therefore request your advice and any comments you wish to make in relation to the above matter by no 
later than Monday 4th February 2002. If you have any queries in the meantime, please contact me on 
(02) 8374 6504 or, in my absence, Stephen Kellett on (02) 8374 6509. 

Yours sincerely, 

Margaret Buchanan 
Deputy Industrial Registrar 

21 January 2002 

cc. Mr Rick Fowler 
Executive Officer, CFMEU 
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FAX TRANSMISSION 

II February 2002 ATTENTION: 

Australian Industrial Registry 

02 9380 6990 

Alanna Duffy 
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141001 

Partners 
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MATTER: Elections in CFMEU - FFTS Union Division (Victorian Branch) 
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MESSAGE 

Letter follows. 

Initials of Sender: Time of Transmission: 

This information in this facsimile is confidential. If yon are not the intended recei 1 er, please telePhone Gill 
Kane & Brophy on (03) 9670 7806, and return the origimll facsimile. We will refund .Joy eosts of doing so. 
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GILL KANE~ 
&BROPHY 
~ solicitors 

OurR.cf: J.Y!D:VP: 

141002 

Partners 
E. L. Cooney 
B. F. 'Brophy 
K Callil Roberts 

Senior Assodate 
A.M.Dufty 

Ms Margaret Buchanan 
Deputy Industrial Registrar 
Australian Industrial Registry 
LevelS 

Email· a< .uffy@glcb.com.au 

Terrace Towers 
80 William Street 
EAST SYDNEY NSW 2011 

Dear Ms Buchanan, 

Your Ref: 

11 February 2002 

Elections in CFMEU- FFTS Union Division (Victorian Branch) 

We refer to your telephone conversation with Alanna Duffy of this oflice in relation to the above 
matter earlier today. We act for Michael Ha.ritou and are instrucl ed to make the following 
comments in relation to the proposed elections in the CFMEU - FFT:; Union Division (Victorian 
Branch). 

We understand that elections have been sought for the positions of 'l"ictorian Divisional Branch 
Secretary, Victorian Divisional Vice President and Victorian Divisional Branch Conference 
Delegate to Divisional Conference. As you are aware, there a number of matters currently before 
the Federal Court involving the FFTS Division of the CFMEU. Vl200 :lf200l is an application by 
our client challenging his dismissal from the office of Divisional Branch Secretary and his 
expulsion from the Division, which purportedly took effect on 1 Novf mber 200 L Matters V281 
and V636 of 2001 concern the election of delegates to the Divisional Conference of the FFTS 
Union Division of the CFMEU. 

We respectfully suggest that elections for the posttlon of Branch Secretary and Divisional 
Conference Delegates not be held until the outstanding matters before the Federal Court have been 
determined. 

Please contact Alanna Duffy of this office should you have any queries m relation to this 
correspondence. 

Yours faithfully, 
GILL KANE & BROPHY 

Per: 

Oll94U\l!.02.02.doo .U<Mdil, 520 Bourke Street, Melbourne, Vic. 3000 1\.USDOC [X 216 
Telephone: (03) 9670 7806 Facsimile: (03) 9670 1217 Email: legal §Jgkb.com.au 

A.B.N. 20 081 022 654 



GILL KANE~ 
&BROPHY 
~ solicitors 

OurRef: AMD:VP: 

Partners 
E. L. Cooney 
B. F. Brophy 
K. Calli! Roberts 

Senior Associate 
A.M. Duffy 

Ms Margaret Buchanan 
Deputy Industrial Registrar 
Australian Industrial Registry 
LevelS 

Email: aduffy@gkb.com.au 

Terrace Towers 
80 William Street 
EAST SYDNEY NSW 2011 

Dear Ms Buchanan, 

Your Ref: 

11 February 2002 

Elections in CFMEU- FFTS Union Division (Victorian Branch) 

We refer to your telephone conversation with Alanna Duffy of this office in relation to the above 
matter earlier today. We act for Michael Haritou and are instructed to make the following 
comments in relation to the proposed elections in the CFMEU - FFTS Union Division (Victorian 
Branch). 

We understand that elections have been sought for the positions of Victorian Divisional Branch 
Secretary, Victorian Divisional Vice President and Victorian Divisional Branch Conference 
Delegate to Divisional Conference. As you are aware, there a number of matters currently before 
the Federal Court involving the FFTS Division of the CFMEU. Vl200 of200 I is an application by 
our client challenging his dismissal from the office of Divisional Branch Secretary and his 
expulsion from the Division, which purportedly took effect on I November 200 I. Matters V281 
and V636 of 2001 concern the election of delegates to the Divisional Conference of the FFTS 
Union Division of the CFMEU. 

We respectfully suggest that elections for the pos1t10n of Branch Secretary and Divisional 
Conference Delegates not be held until the outstanding matters before the Federal Court have been 
determined. · 

Please contact Alanna Duffy of this office should you have any quenes m relation to this 
correspondence. 

Yours faithfully, 
GILL KANE & BROPHY 

Per: 

01194~\ll.D2.02.doc l.i.~w:!d:il, 520 Bourke Street, Melbourne, Vic. 3000 AUSDOC DX 216 
Telephone: (03) 9670 7806 Facsimile: (03) 9670 1217 Email: legal@gkb.com.au 

A.B.N. 20 081 022 654 



PR914620 

Workplace Relations Act 1996 

s.214(1) notification of casual vacancies 

Victorian Divisional Branch, FFTS Union Division, 

Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union 

(E2001/255) 

DEPUTY INDUSTRIAL REGISTRAR BUCHANAN SYDNEY, 20 FEBRUARY 2002 

DECISION 

[1] This decision provides my reasons for not proceeding at this stage to 

make arrangements with the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) under 

section 214(1) for the conduct of elections to fill vacancies in the positions of 

Victorian Divisional Branch Secretary, Victorian Divisional Branch President 

and Victorian Divisional Branch Conference Delegate. 

[2] In a letter dated 30 November 2001, the Assistant Divisional Secretary of 

the FFTS Union Division of the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy 

Union, Mr Leo Skourdombis notified under section 214 (1) of the Workplace 

Relations Act 1996 the casual vacancies in the above positions. The letter 

advised that the vacancy in the position of Victorian Divisional Branch 

Secretary arose from the dismissal of Mr Michael Haritou from the office of 

Victorian Divisional Branch Secretary and his expulsion from the Division and 

the vacancies in the positions of Victorian Divisional Branch President, and 

Victorian Divisional Branch Conference Delegate arose from the resignation of 

Mr Lou Kyriacou. A copy of the Victorian Branch Executive Meeting minutes 

of 1 November 2001 (unsigned) in relation to the dismissal of Mr Haritou was 

forwarded by facsimile transmission to this office on 1 0 December 200 1. 

1 



[3] Previously this office had written on 25 June 2001 to the President of the 

FFTS Union Division, Mr Findlay, seeking advice on what steps the Division 

had taken or intended to take to fill the vacancies arising from the resignation of 

Mr Kyriacou. No response was received. 

[4] In relation to the election notification I wote to Mr Skourdombis on 14 

December 2001 seeking advice of any court order, injunction or other court 

ruling which would affect the granting of a decision by a Registrar in relation to 

the positions for which he sought elections. 

[5] In a further letter dated 21 January 2002, I advised Mr Skourdombis that I 

had not received any response to my earlier letter. Having considered the 

judgment and order of Gray J in V287 of 2001, I advised that it did not appear to 

me to have any direct relation to the positions of Divisional Branch Secretary or 

Divisional Branch President. However, arrangements for the filling of the 

vacancy in the position of Divisional Branch Conference Delegate had 

previously been made in my decision E207 of 2001 and I did not propose to 

make arrangements for the conduct of an election for this position again. 

Finally, I noted that unless I received advice by 4 February 2002 that there were 

proceedings before any Court disputing the vacancies of Branch Divisional 

Secretary or Branch Divisional President it was my intention to proceed with a 

determination of the matter and issue a decision in relation to them. 

[6] Mr Haritou sought advice from the Industrial Registry on 30 January 2002 

as to whether an application to conduct an election to fill the position of Branch 

Divisional Secretary had been lodged. On 6 February 2002 I spoke to Mr 

Haritou who advised that he was challenging the decision of the Victorian 

Branch Executive to dismiss him from office and expel him from the Division. 

2 



[7] Subsequently, on 11 February 2002, Mr Haritou's solicitors, Gill Kane 

and Brophy, wrote to me advising that there are a number of matters currently 

before the Federal Court of Australia involving the FFTS Union Division. 

Matter Vl200 of 2001 is an application by Mr Haritou challengilg his dismissal 

from the office of Divisional Branch Secretary and expulsion from the Division. 

Matters V281 and V636 of 2001 concern the election of delegates to the 

Divisional Conference of the Division. 

[8] The reasons for judgment of Justice Finkelstein dated 8 February 2002 

which dismissed the application by Mr Haritou for interim relief indicate there 

are approximately 16 matters before the Court concerning the FFTS Union 

Division (Haritou v Skourdombis [2002] FCA 116). It does not appear from the 

reasons for judgement that the Court was advised of the notification under 

section 214(1) of the casual vacancy in the position of Divisional Branch 

Secretary. 

[9] Given the uncertainty surrounding the FFTS Union Division operations at 

present, as exemplified by the number of proceedings on foot before the Federal 

Court, and the lack of any forthcoming information from the Division that has 

been sought several times by this office about the conduct of elections, I propose 

to defer my consideration of the election request until I am satisfied that relevant 

Federal Court matters have been concluded. 

[10] In this regard, I have considered the comments of Northrop and Evatt JJ in 

Jmlach v Daley (1985) 60 ALR 377 at 380 that there is a duty on a Registrar to 

proceed to consider alterations to rules that are lodged and in normal 

circumstances a Registrar should not refrain from determining the alterations at 

3 



the request of a member. In that matter, the Court was determining the validity 

of rules which had not come into effect because of the Registrar's decision to 

refrain from considering their certification. 

[11] In my view the dicta inlmlach v Daley (supra) do not apply to the matter 

before me. This decision concerns the making of arrangements with the ABC to 

conduct elections in three'positions, two of which the vacancies are the subject 

of challenges currently before the Federal Court. The vacancy in the position of 

Divisional Branch Vice President occurred on 6 April 2001 for which the 

request to fill the vacancy was not made until some 6 months later. Although I 

am not aware of any specific challenge to this vacancy, there does not appear to 

be any overwhelming reason to separate the consideration of making 

arrangements for the conduct of an election with the ABC for this position m 

isolation from the other Victorian Branch positions. 

4 
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AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL REGISTRY 

Electoral Commissioner Through 
Australian Electoral Officer for Victoria 

Level 8, Terrace Towers 
80 William Street, East Sydney, NSW 2011 

Telephone: (02) 8374 6666 
Fax: (02) 9380 6990 

Re: Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union, FFTS Union Division, 
Victorian Divisional Branch, 

(E No. 255 of2001) 

I confirm my facsimile message of20 February 2002 and enclose a copy of the Registrar's Decision 
in relation to the conduct of an election in the abovenamed organisation under section 214 of the 
Workplace Relations Act 1996. 

Yours sincerely 

Stephen Kellett 
for Deputy Industrial Registrar 

20 February 2002 
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AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL REGISTRY 

The Director, Non-Parliamentary Elections 
Australian Electoral Commission 
POBox E 201 
KINGSTON ACT 2604 

Level 8, Terrace Towers 
80 William Street, East Sydney, NSW 2011 

Telephone: (02) 8374 6666 
Fax: (02) 9380 6990 

Re: Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union, FFTS Union Division, 
Victorian Divisional Branch 

(E No 255 of2001) 

I enclose a copy of a Decision made under section 214 of the Workplace Relations Act 1996. 

Stephen Kellett 
for Deputy Industrial Registrar 

20 February 2002 



Mr Rick Fowler 
Executive Officer 
CFMEU 
Box Q235, QVB Post Office 
SYDNEY NSW 1230 

Dear Mr Fowler 

• ...... AUSTRA~tk 
~~;;;a~ 

AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL REGISTRY 

Level 8, Terrace Towers 
80 William Street, East Sydney, NSW 2011 

Telephone: (02) 8374 6666 
Fax: (02) 9380 6990 

Re: Arrangements for the conduct of an Election 
(E No. 255 of 2001) 

A copy of the Registrar's Decision in relation to the above matter is enclosed in confirmation of my 
facsimile earlier today. 

Yours Sincerely 

Stephen Kellett 
for Deputy Industrial Registrar 

20 February 2002 
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AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL REGISTRY 

Mr Leo Skourdoumbis 
Assistant Secretary, Victorian Branch, FFTS Union Division 
CFMEU 
130 Errol Street 
NORTH MELBOURNE VIC 3051 

Dear Mr Skourdoumbis 

Level 8, Terrace Towers 
80 William Street, East Sydney, NSW 2011 

Telephone: (02) 8374 6666 
Fax; (02) 9380 6990 

Re: Arrangements for the conduct of an Election 
(E No. 255 of 2001) 

A copy of the Registrar's Decision in relation to the above matter is enclosed in confirmation of my 
facsimile earlier today. 

Yours Sincerely 

Stephen Kellett 
for Deputy Industrial Registrar 

20 February 2002 
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Mr Rick Fowler 
Executive Officer 
CFMEU 
Box Q235, QVB Post Office 
SYDNEY NSW 1230 

Dear Mr Fowler 

---------~---~ 

~ 

AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL REGISTRY 

LevelS, Terrace Towers 
80 William Street, East S_ydney, NSW 2011 

Telephone: (02) 8374 6666 
Fax: (02) 9380 6990 

Re: Arrangements for the conduct of an Election -
Victorian Divisional Branch, FFTS Division 

(E No. 255 of2001) 

I refer to the application for an election for the positions of Branch Secretary and BRanch Vice 
President of the above Branch, which was lodged in the Registry on 30 November 2001. You will 
be aware that on 20 February 2002, Deputy Industrial Registrar Buchanan issued a decision 
deferring further consideration of the election request until she could be satisfied that relevant 
Federal Court matters had been concluded. 

To date no information has been provided to the Registry that would indicate that the relevant 
proceedings have concluded. I would appreciate advice from the organisation as to whether the 
situation has changed in respect of the Federal Court, and whether or not the Branch wishes the 
Registry to proceed with consideration of the matter, and if not, whether it wishes to withdraw the 
application. 

I look forward to hearing from the organisation or branch at your earliest convenience. 

Yours sincerely 

~ 
~ 
Stephen Kellett 
for Deputy Industrial Registrar 

22 July2002 



CONSTRUCTION, FORESTRY, 
MINING and ENERGY UNION 

F.F.T.S. Union Division (Victori<tn Branch) 

·1 30 Errol Street, Nonh Melbourne, Vi<:. :>os·1 

Telephone: (03) 9329 1577 (6 lines) Fax: (03) 9328 2228 
[-mail: ffts@ffts.cfmeu.~'"· a\l 

+ 
23 ,July 200?. File Ref. IRF-02.93 

Ms Margaret Uu<!hannt1 
Deputy ln<lustrtal Registrar 

via fn>t transmission (021 9380 6990 

Attention: Stephen Kellett 

1\ustralian Industrial Rch<liona Commission 
IA!V<!l H,Tetra.ce Towers 
BO William Street, 
I':AflT SYDN I!:Y 20 II 

Dear Ms A1tchanan 

RE: A.-.rangement for the conduct of an Election 
Vletorian Divlolonal Branch FFTS (E No. 255 of 20011 

We refer to nur application for atl P-lec.tit)l'l for t.h1: po~itionH of lh'Hrlch Secretary und Arunch 
Vice Pmsicl<mt and advise: that dtte to Rulu d~anges ccrlifi<•tl (>Y tl1e 1\ust.ruliun Industrial 
Relations Commission which was the end rc:"ul.t of a rcstrudtn·ing of the Union, election~ fot· 
the L~l'on:mentioned po~Wotls in the Vir:l.oriun Rt'aneh is no kmget' neccssru·y. As such, Wl} WiNh 
to withdraw the apptieat1cnt for the clct:tion, 

Yotll's f\,it.hfully 

i, ft. ... ~. fk, 
Leo Skourdoumbis 
BJ:anch Secretary 
CFMEU - Victorian FFTS Branch 

Coo Rick Fowler- CFMEU, National Otfioe 

l:O'd l:OQ'ON L<;:8 

I' 

--------- .. ·-··-

. s . 1 .. :l'.:l 
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STEPHEN KELLETI 
AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL REGISTRY, SYDNEY 

JOHN NELLOR 
AEC 

03 9285 7149 



Mr Rick Fowler 
Executive Officer 
CFMEU 
Box Q235, QVB Post Office 
SYDNEY NSW 1230 

Dear Mr Fowler 
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AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL REGISTRY 

LevelS, Terrace Towers 
80 William Street, East Sydney, NSW·2011 

Telephone: (02} 8374 6666 
Fax: (02) 9380 6990 

Re: Arrangements for the conduct of an Election -
Victorian Divisional Branch, FFTS Division 

(E No. 255 of2001) 

Please see attached my letter in reply to correspondence received in relation to the above matter. 

Yours sincerely 

Stephen Kellett 
for Deputy Industrial Registrar 

24 July 2002 
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AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL REGISTRY 

Mr Leo Skourdoumbis 
Branch Secretary, Victorian FFTS Branch 
CFMEU 
130 Errol Street 
NORTH MELBOURNE VIC 3051 

Dear Mr Skourdoumbis 

LevelS, Terrace Towers 
80 William Street, East Sydney, NSW 2011 

Telephone: (02) 8374 6666 
Fax: (02) 9380 6990 

Re: Arrangements for the conduct of au Election -
Victorian Divisional Branch, FFTS Division 

(E No. 255 of2001) 

Thank you for your letter dated 23 July 2002 withdrawing the above application. 

Accordingly, and under the circumstances, the application will be regarded as withdrawn and the 
file closed. I have forwarded a copy of this correspondence to the Australian Electoral Commission, 
Victoria, for the record. 

Yours sincerely 

Stephen Kellett 
for Deputy Industrial Registrar 

24 July2002 

cc. Rick Fowler 
Executive Officer, CFMEU 


